




XXI. STATISTICAL COMMUNICATION THEORY
Research on statistical communication theory, based on the work of the late Norbert
Wiener, was initiated in the Research Laboratory of Electronics in 1947 by Professor
Y. W. Lee. Various faculty members and numerous students participated in this work
and made substantial contributions through the years, with Professor Lee providing lead-
ership and intellectual stimulation for this vital, active group (known throughout the Lab-
oratory as "Lee's Group").
Professor Lee's contributions extend far beyond his own papers and his excellent
book, entitled Statistical Theory of Communication (John Wiley and Sons, Inc., New York,
1960). A listing of the numerous student theses that he supervised would provide an
indication of his professional influence but would fail to reveal anything about the per-
sonal influence he had on students who worked with him. The graduate subject he taught
for many years was taken by a large fraction of the graduate students in Electrical Engi-
neering at M. I. T. Thus the statistical viewpoint was widely disseminated, with the
result that autocorrelation, crosscorrelation, minimization of least-square error, and
related concepts rapidly entered the engineer's domain. In R. L. E., for example, the
influence of Lee's work is evident in many aspects of the research program. Although
"Statistical Communication Theory" will not appear as a group title in future reports,
various aspects of the work continue in other research groups.
Professor Lee's recent retirement prompts the foregoing comments which represent
an expression of the personal admiration for Professor Lee felt by those of us who have
been privileged to know him over the years.
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